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I:1: R. Yohanan said, “Even the one who is mistaken the most of all 
does not err in this matter, ‘in front of the sun or behind the sun?’ It 
ought not to read otherwise than concavity [of the moon] in front of 
the sun, concavity [of the moon] behind the sun.” Bar Qappara taught 
both of them [in his Mishnah]: in front of the sun [or] behind the sun; 
concavity in front of the sun, concavity behind the sun. 


1:2: It was taught: if the reflection of the moon was seen in a reflecting 
glass or in water, they may not testify concerning it. R. Hiyya bar Abba 
said, “If they saw it exit from one cloud and enter into another cloud, 
they may testify concerning it.” 


WAS IT TO THE NORTH OR TO THE SOUTH? 


II:1: Some authorities teach: [if he says] to the north of it, his 
statement is confirmed. Other authorities teach: [if he says] to the 
south of it, his statement is confirmed. 


How HIGH was IT, AND IN WHICH DIRECTION WAS IT LEANING? AND HOW BROAD 


WAS IT?” IF HE SAID, “IT WAS FACING THE SUN,” HE HAS SAID NOTHING AT 
ALL. AFTERWARDS THEY WOULD BRING IN THE SECOND PARTY AND EXAMINE 
HIM. IF THEIR TESTIMONY COINCIDED, THEIR TESTIMONY WAS CONFIRMED. 
AND [IN THE CASE OF] ALL THE OTHER PAIRS OF WITNESSES, THEY ASK THE 
MAIN POINTS, NOT BECAUSE THEY NEEDED THEIR [EVIDENCE], BUT SO THAT 
THEY SHOULD NOT GO OUT DISAPPOINTED, SO THAT THEY WOULD MAKE IT A 
HABIT OF COMING IN THE FUTURE. 


III:1: What was its height [above the horizon]? This one says, “A 
distance equal to one ox-prod.” And this one says, “A distance equal to 
two ox-prods.” Some authorities teach their statements are confirmed. 
And other authorities teach: their statements are not confirmed. With 
regard to the one who says “their statements are confirmed,” this is in 
the case of such witnesses as had been standing [at the time of 
observation] one above and one below. With regard to the one who 
says “their statements are not confirmed,” this is in the case of such 
witnesses as had been standing on the same level. What was its width 
[of crescent]? Like a barley grain or more. And if he said, “in front of 
the sun,” he has not said anything. 


XII. YeERusHALM! Rosa HAsHanad 2:5 


THE HEAD OF THE COURT SAYS, “‘IT IS SANCTIFIED.”” AND THE WHOLE CROWD 


ANSWERS HIM, “‘IT IS SANCTIFIED. IT IS SANCTIFIED.”” WHETHER IT APPEARS 


